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Colleges Most Likely to Meet Financial Need 
 
This is a list of colleges most likely to provide need-based aid (not based on academic merit) to 
students. I include schools on the list if they meet one of the following requirements: 
 

• Meet 95% or more of freshman financial need according to the Common Data Set (CDS) 

• The Average Net Price for freshman with family incomes of $30,000 or less was $8,000 
or less. 

  
It’s important that you understand the CDS definitions for meeting financial need. It allows 
colleges to count any government subsidized student loans as meeting financial need. This 
includes loans where only the interest payments are made for the students while they attend 
college full-time. Average Net Price is calculated on gift aid only. It doesn’t include any loans or 
student work-study. 
  
This is not a list of colleges that offer the best chances for merit aid, ie colleges offering 
scholarships for good grades.  
  
Such a list depends on the student's qualifications and will obviously vary from student to 
student. The list is also likely to include colleges not on this list. In fact, most of the schools 
that claim to meet 100% of need to not offer any merit aid. It isn't often that schools would 
appear on both lists.  
 
This list of colleges is the place to start for those who believe that they will have a low EFC and 
qualify for significant need-based aid. If you're interested in learning how to find colleges most 
likely to provide generous merit aid, I suggest you register for the next session of my MATCH 
Method Class. 

• Dark Green indicates the college claims to meet 100% of need. 

• Light Green indicates the college claims to meet 95% or more of need. 

• The “P” next to college names indicates it requires the PROFILE for financial aid. 

• The “L” indicates a higher percentage of students are taking out non-federal or PLUS 
loans.The “TO” indicates test optional schools. 

• The “K” indicates schools with Phi Beta Kappa chapters 

Finally, IPEDS data is known to have errors, if you see something that looks wrong, it may very 
well be. Use the data at your own risk. 

https://app.clickfunnels.com/for_domain/go.collegematchblueprint.com/college-match-blueprint?utm_source=NeedList&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=6WaysWebinar
https://app.clickfunnels.com/for_domain/go.collegematchblueprint.com/college-match-blueprint?utm_source=NeedList&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=6WaysWebinar
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Arizona
Arizona State University-Downtown Phoenix Public 7,787 59 81 1270 26 $29,984 $47,498 $7,551
Arizona State University-Polytechnic Public 3,899 42 83 1310 27 $26,101 $41,837 $6,963
Arizona State University-Tempe Public 39,396 52 85 1360 29 $28,048 $45,562 $7,300
Arizona State University-West Public 3,521 57 82 1250 25 $26,006 $41,742 $6,127

California
California Institute of Technology Privat 948 81 7 1580 36 $72,084 $72,084 $2,714
California State University-Bakersfield Public 7,887 19 23 1080 21 $26,009 $37,889 $3,862
California State University-Dominguez Hills Public 10,745 10 64 20 $23,722 $35,602 $1,888
California State University-Fresno Public 19,369 16 58 1120 22 $21,418 $33,298 $4,067
California State University-Fullerton Public 27,936 22 43 1220 24 $27,738 $39,618 $4,843
California State University-Long Beach Public 27,617 17 31 1250 26 $24,738 $36,618 $5,735
California State University-Los Angeles Public 20,748 9 42 1080 20 $26,139 $38,019 $2,055
California State University-Northridge Public 29,289 14 51 1130 22 $22,969 $34,849 $5,767
California State University-Sacramento Public 23,676 9 64 1130 22 $26,454 $38,334 $6,680
California State University-San Bernardino Public 16,166 12 55 1080 20 $23,878 $35,758 $5,977
California State University-Stanislaus Public 7,855 14 86 1090 21 $21,886 $33,766 $3,483
Claremont McKenna College Privat 1,321 85 9 1500 34 $73,810 $73,810 $10,542
Harvey Mudd College Privat 887 85 14 1560 35 $76,947 $76,947 $23,837
Occidental College Privat 1,907 81 37 1450 32 $74,132 $74,132 $13,577
Pitzer College Privat 1,050 77 13 1490 33 $72,900 $72,900 $5,843
Pomona College Privat 1,559 89 8 1540 34 $71,996 $71,996 $4,916
Scripps College Privat 1,046 81 24 1480 33 $73,756 $73,756 $12,663
Stanford University Privat 7,087 75 4 1570 35 $71,587 $71,587 $1,226
University of California-Riverside Public 20,210 55 51 1330 29 $35,242 $64,234 $7,817
University of Southern California Privat 19,194 78 13 1530 34 $74,825 $74,825 $15,210

Colorado
Colorado College Privat 2,098 84 15 1470 33 $71,642 $71,642 $7,300

Connecticut
Connecticut College Privat 1,798 78 38 1430 32 $71,970 $71,970 $19,893
Trinity College Privat 2,112 78 34 1460 32 $74,160 $74,160 $5,388
University of Connecticut-Avery Point Public 502 33 92 1210 25 $4,171
University of Connecticut-Hartford Campus Public 1,300 42 95 1210 27 $3,970
University of Connecticut-Waterbury Campus Public 769 43 97 1200 25 $3,770
Wesleyan University Privat 2,928 84 17 1500 33 $72,669 $72,669 $5,287
Yale University Privat 5,939 88 6 1570 35 $73,900 $73,900 $2,315

District of Columbia
Georgetown University Privat 6,990 89 15 1530 34 $73,840 $73,840 $6,024

Florida
Florida Atlantic University Public 16,436 26 59 1240 25 $24,235 $36,680 $5,175
Florida International University Public 27,906 28 59 1260 27 $23,496 $35,904 $6,348
Florida State University Public 29,040 66 37 1350 30 $22,168 $35,298 $5,168
New College of Florida Public 808 52 77 1420 31 $20,650 $43,678 $6,107
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The University of West Florida Public 6,789 22 42 1250 27 $19,014 $31,895 $4,622
University of Florida Public 32,209 68 39 1440 32 $21,211 $43,489 $3,397
University of Miami Privat 10,484 70 32 1430 32 $68,460 $68,460 $23,694
University of North Florida Public 10,452 33 61 1280 27 $21,384 $35,788 $4,888
University of South Florida-Main Campus Public 24,834 55 43 1330 30 $23,320 $34,234 $6,061
University of South Florida-St Petersburg Public 2,789 18 39 1250 27 $22,731 $33,646 $7,892

Georgia
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College Public 2,660 11 69 1130 22 $15,345 $22,083 $6,460
Atlanta Metropolitan State College Public 906 0 $4,671
Dalton State College Public 3,190 7 $16,612 $25,034 $5,054
Emory University Privat 6,985 83 19 1520 34 $69,502 $69,502 $11,865
University of North Georgia Public 13,243 32 81 1230 25 $20,492 $29,314 $7,610
Valdosta State University Public 6,984 19 63 1140 23 $21,320 $32,106 $12,168

Hawaii
University of Hawaii-West Oahu Public 1,711 10 75 1110 21 $7,728

Idaho
Brigham Young University-Idaho Privat 18,335 17 97 1210 26 $12,050 $12,050 $4,256

Illinois
University of Chicago Privat 6,600 89 7 1570 35 $78,555 $78,555 $3,178
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Public 32,757 70 62 1460 32 $30,102 $46,672 $6,725

Indiana
Anderson University Privat 1,331 50 65 1160 25 $45,290 $45,290 $21,648
Indiana University-Bloomington Public 32,109 64 77 1360 31 $24,779 $49,554 $5,040
Indiana University-East Public 1,986 25 65 1120 24 $3,386
Indiana University-Kokomo Public 2,259 19 80 1130 23 $2,989
Indiana University-Northwest Public 2,515 15 80 1100 23 $2,720
Indiana University-Purdue University-
Indianapolis

Public 17,555 24 81 1200 26 $22,537 $42,893 $4,715

Indiana University-South Bend Public 3,614 11 82 1130 23 $19,966 $32,022 $4,557
Indiana University-Southeast Public 3,204 17 85 1150 23 $20,838 $32,894 $5,962
Purdue University Fort Wayne Public 5,702 13 97 1180 25 $22,200 $34,038 $7,300
Purdue University Northwest Public 5,806 16 31 1040 25 $22,871 $32,547 $6,940
Purdue University-Main Campus Public 31,849 55 58 1410 32 $22,822 $41,624 $4,855
University of Notre Dame Privat 8,607 91 18 1550 35 $71,801 $71,801 $12,607
Wabash College Privat 881 66 65 1330 28 $57,250 $57,250 $14,729

Iowa
Grinnell College Privat 1,679 78 24 1530 34 $68,302 $68,302 $14,836
Northwestern College Privat 949 60 71 1250 27 $44,600 $44,600 $21,700

Kentucky
Berea College Privat 1,631 48 38 1213 27 $49,854 $49,854 $74
Northern Kentucky University Public 8,551 22 89 1230 26 $23,244 $32,892 $5,281

Louisiana
Louisiana State University and Agricultural & 
Mechanical College

Public 22,418 39 74 1290 29 $30,360 $47,037 $7,809

Louisiana State University-Alexandria Public 1,819 13 56 22 $19,171 $26,526 $7,360
Louisiana State University-Shreveport Public 1,610 16 87 1140 25 $7,747
Louisiana Tech University Public 8,143 35 63 970 28 $21,267 $30,180 $7,499
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Southern University at New Orleans Public 1,404 7 30 18 $21,353 $30,254 $6,867
Tulane University of Louisiana Privat 6,898 75 17 1490 33 $72,296 $72,296 $17,108

Maine
Bates College Privat 1,832 86 18 1460 32 $71,168 $71,168 $7,779
Bowdoin College Privat 1,825 88 10 1510 34 $70,710 $70,710 $6,123
Colby College Privat 2,000 88 13 1510 33 $71,202 $71,202 $1,065

Maryland
Johns Hopkins University Privat 5,595 87 11 1560 35 $71,901 $71,901 $13,968
University of Maryland-College Park Public 28,501 70 47 1470 33 $27,146 $51,767 $7,980

Massachusetts
Amherst College Privat 1,855 85 13 1530 34 $73,966 $73,966 $7,276
Babson College Privat 2,361 89 24 1450 32 $70,378 $70,378 $14,605
Bentley University Privat 4,185 82 43 1410 32 $68,710 $68,710 $20,486
Boston College Privat 9,696 88 28 1490 34 $73,092 $73,092 $7,251
College of the Holy Cross Privat 2,913 88 38 1420 32 $69,190 $69,190 $13,533
Hampshire College Privat 1,191 58 63 $67,174 $67,174 $17,848
Harvard University Privat 7,210 87 5 1580 35 $71,650 $71,650 $2,382
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Privat 4,557 85 7 1570 36 $70,240 $70,240 $7,581
Massachusetts Maritime Academy Public 1,614 56 89 1200 26 $27,858 $44,236 $3,875
Mount Holyoke College Privat 2,177 77 51 1500 32 $66,558 $66,558 $12,286
Northeastern University Privat 13,864 0 19 1540 34 $70,592 $70,592 $12,168
Smith College Privat 2,490 83 31 1520 34 $72,701 $72,701 $8,817
Tufts University Privat 5,508 87 15 1530 34 $73,500 $73,500 $4,679
Wellesley College Privat 2,391 84 20 1520 34 $72,250 $72,250 $6,425
Williams College Privat 2,042 90 13 1550 35 $73,200 $73,200 $3,744

Michigan
Lake Superior State University Public 1,669 35 63 1160 25 $24,477 $24,477 $5,119
Michigan State University Public 35,744 53 78 1310 29 $28,862 $54,168 $6,446
Oakland University Public 12,656 26 84 1240 28 $25,524 $37,148 $7,176
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor Public 29,245 79 23 1510 34 $30,298 $64,386 $3,962
University of Michigan-Dearborn Public 5,238 22 78 1290 30 $6,634

Minnesota
Carleton College Privat 2,077 88 20 1530 34 $71,325 $71,325 $10,935
Gustavus Adolphus College Privat 2,213 76 66 30 $57,370 $57,370 $14,931
Macalester College Privat 2,140 85 41 1500 33 $68,627 $68,627 $11,466
St Olaf College Privat 3,023 82 50 1410 32 $60,590 $60,590 $10,458
University of Minnesota-Crookston Public 1,206 42 66 1176 24 $23,560 $23,560 $4,968
University of Minnesota-Duluth Public 8,799 36 74 1343 26 $24,614 $29,732 $7,712
University of Minnesota-Morris Public 1,463 52 63 1350 27 $24,256 $26,284 $4,040
University of Minnesota-Rochester Public 515 51 50 1145 26 $26,222 $26,222 $7,069
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities Public 30,001 65 52 1480 31 $27,898 $43,576 $7,688

Missouri
University of Missouri-St Louis Public 5,383 32 73 1230 27 $24,894 $41,142 $7,565
Washington University in St Louis Privat 7,146 88 15 1570 35 $74,361 $74,361 $5,724

Montana
Salish Kootenai College Privat 586 43 $17,269 $22,504 $7,194

Nevada
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Great Basin College Public 939 0 $14,698 $21,446 $6,386

New Hampshire
Dartmouth College Privat 4,357 86 9 1560 35 $74,359 $74,359 $13,837
University of New Hampshire at Manchester Public 589 44 68 1190 26 $30,136 $45,506 $7,795

New Jersey
Princeton University Privat 5,321 87 5 1570 35 $70,900 $70,900 $2,586

New Mexico
Navajo Technical University Public 863 0 $15,510 $15,510 $5,480
New Mexico State University-Main Campus Public 9,712 19 66 1160 23 $21,380 $36,464 $5,954
Northern New Mexico College Public 632 7 $7,688

New York
Barnard College Privat 2,519 87 14 1500 33 $74,777 $74,777 $11,861
Be'er Yaakov Talmudic Seminary Privat 569 0 $18,070 $18,070 $1,214
Colgate University Privat 2,936 84 25 1510 34 $72,275 $72,275 $5,224
College of Staten Island CUNY Public 9,567 23 1170 $32,394 $40,064 $4,299
Columbia University in the City of New York Privat 7,666 87 6 1560 35 $76,856 $76,856 $10,245
Cornell University Privat 15,175 88 11 1540 34 $73,904 $73,904 $6,048
CUNY Bernard M Baruch College Public 11,495 40 39 1390 $32,681 $40,351 $1,230
CUNY Brooklyn College Public 11,142 29 44 1240 $1,463
CUNY City College Public 10,248 16 48 1270 $29,967 $37,637 $1,990
CUNY Hunter College Public 13,111 28 36 1330 $22,379 $30,049 $1,206
CUNY John Jay College of Criminal Justice Public 10,740 26 41 1140 $35,261 $42,931 $1,986
CUNY Lehman College Public 7,794 24 40 1110 $27,857 $35,527 $1,492
CUNY Medgar Evers College Public 4,705 1 $5,209
CUNY New York City College of Technology Public 10,902 7 75 $3,615
CUNY Queens College Public 12,201 30 48 1220 $28,907 $36,577 $1,949
CUNY York College Public 5,085 6 53 1050 $2,932
Farmingdale State College Public 7,689 32 46 1160 24 $24,744 $34,524 $3,821
Hamilton College Privat 1,991 88 21 1510 34 $69,990 $69,990 $9,388
New York Institute of Technology Privat 3,250 31 76 1270 28 $58,496 $58,496 $17,601
Skidmore College Privat 2,585 82 27 1400 31 $71,730 $71,730 $9,801
SUNY College at Old Westbury Public 4,143 23 78 1053 $24,133 $33,913 $7,801
SUNY Polytechnic Institute Public 1,920 44 65 1350 28 $24,360 $34,140 $7,851
Syracuse University Privat 14,655 71 50 1370 30 $70,636 $70,636 $19,468
Union College Privat 2,195 84 39 1430 32 $70,860 $70,860 $12,204
United States Merchant Marine Academy Public 996 81 22 1330 30 $5,075 $5,075 $3,520
United Talmudical Seminary Privat 1,988 0 $21,655 $21,655 $5,100
University of Rochester Privat 6,293 78 29 1500 34 $72,721 $72,721 $16,316
Vassar College Privat 2,442 87 25 1510 33 $72,760 $72,760 $8,123

North Carolina
Appalachian State University Public 16,421 52 69 1270 28 $19,194 $34,001 $7,238
Davidson College Privat 1,843 90 19 1450 33 $68,594 $68,594 $8,051
Duke University Privat 6,659 87 9 1570 35 $74,339 $74,339 ($3,260)
Elizabeth City State University Public 1,425 21 59 1040 20 $12,960 $16,960 $1,551
Fayetteville State University Public 4,058 16 68 1030 21 $16,802 $28,410 $4,674
North Carolina A & T State University Public 9,591 26 61 1110 22 $18,136 $31,346 $7,629
University of North Carolina at Asheville Public 3,232 46 94 1250 28 $20,189 $36,912 $7,867
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University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Public 18,526 82 23 1480 33 $23,811 $49,994 $4,159
University of North Carolina School of the Arts Public 884 69 38 1280 28 $22,112 $38,255 $6,354
Wake Forest University Privat 5,171 85 29 1470 33 $71,638 $71,638 $8,349

North Dakota
Minot State University Public 1,979 24 50 1130 23 $18,324 $18,324 $6,900
Valley City State University Public 862 27 74 1090 23 $18,750 $28,290 $7,280

Ohio
Case Western Reserve University Privat 5,095 65 29 1520 34 $67,332 $67,332 $13,235
Denison University Privat 2,365 82 34 1380 31 $66,870 $66,870 $13,968
Kent State University at Stark Public 1,768 9 $5,783
Kent State University at Trumbull Public 591 4 $5,908
Kent State University at Tuscarawas Public 748 14 $5,512
Kenyon College Privat 1,721 85 36 1470 33 $71,780 $71,780 $13,807
Marietta College Privat 992 42 69 1210 26 $50,154 $50,154 $14,159
Miami University-Hamilton Public 1,791 10 $7,768
Oberlin College Privat 2,758 75 36 1490 31 $74,636 $74,636 $14,092
Ohio University-Chillicothe Campus Public 1,001 11 $5,963
Ohio University-Lancaster Campus Public 1,004 14 $5,917
Ohio University-Southern Campus Public 806 9 $5,576
Ohio University-Zanesville Campus Public 781 14 $6,079
Wright State University-Lake Campus Public 715 22 99 1120 23 $21,380 $30,524 $7,771

Oklahoma
Cameron University Public 2,713 14 21 $16,162 $25,582 $7,976
East Central University Public 2,456 20 83 1110 23 $18,292 $27,502 $7,548
Northeastern State University Public 4,641 13 98 1123 23 $17,666 $25,736 $7,254
Northwestern Oklahoma State University Public 1,430 14 62 1240 22 $16,951 $24,038 $7,006
Oklahoma Panhandle State University Public 946 29 $16,421 $17,165 $6,790
Oklahoma State University Institute of 
Technology

Public 1,665 5 $13,992 $19,602 $3,737

Southeastern Oklahoma State University Public 2,428 18 75 23 $17,430 $26,070 $6,012
University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma Public 728 29 53 1010 24 $18,360 $28,710 $6,947

Oregon
Reed College Privat 1,453 68 35 1520 33 $73,207 $73,207 $14,805
Southern Oregon University Public 3,397 22 76 1150 25 $27,510 $43,440 $5,758

Pennsylvania
Bryn Mawr College Privat 1,350 79 34 1500 33 $70,860 $70,860 $8,289
Carnegie Mellon University Privat 6,343 75 17 1550 35 $72,283 $72,283 $11,370
Dickinson College Privat 2,361 81 49 1390 31 $71,339 $71,339 $14,656
Franklin and Marshall College Privat 2,290 78 35 1440 32 $73,070 $73,070 $8,502
Haverford College Privat 1,308 88 19 1530 34 $73,902 $73,902 $15,184
Lafayette College Privat 2,603 83 29 1435 32 $71,270 $71,270 $10,471
Lehigh University Privat 4,982 72 22 1450 33 $68,595 $68,595 $12,835
Swarthmore College Privat 1,554 87 9 1550 34 $71,167 $71,167 $8,909
University of Pennsylvania Privat 10,605 85 8 1550 35 $74,408 $74,408 $4,440

Rhode Island
Brown University Privat 6,735 85 8 1550 35 $73,802 $73,802 $6,250
Rhode Island College Public 5,104 20 73 1100 20 $23,398 $36,161 $7,909
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South Dakota
Oglala Lakota College Public 721 0 $12,034 $12,034 ($1,319)

Tennessee
The University of Tennessee-Martin Public 4,748 27 69 26 $21,246 $27,286 $7,150
Vanderbilt University Privat 6,789 89 10 1560 35 $70,146 $70,146 $3,965

Texas
Rice University Privat 3,899 86 11 1560 35 $65,150 $65,150 $6,167
South Texas College Public 10,854 0 $1,213
Texas A & M International University Public 5,235 23 52 1100 21 $18,549 $29,437 $3,764
Texas Southern University Public 6,503 7 57 990 19 $25,343 $37,793 $19,895
Texas Woman's University Public 6,880 22 87 1160 23 $20,272 $30,232 $6,535
The University of Texas at El Paso Public 14,044 15 100 1130 22 $23,843 $38,274 $7,199
The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley Public 19,128 21 81 1120 22 $20,471 $30,431 $2,625
Trinity University Privat 2,433 65 34 1430 32 $58,840 $58,840 $13,558
University of Houston-Downtown Public 6,201 4 83 1080 21 $6,646
University of North Texas Public 25,394 30 71 1260 26 $24,712 $34,672 $7,102
University of North Texas at Dallas Public 1,824 19 83 1080 20 $23,374 $35,824 $5,543

Utah
Utah Valley University Public 19,261 15 25 $6,110

Vermont
Middlebury College Privat 2,551 83 17 1500 34 $71,980 $71,980 $5,381

Virginia
College of William and Mary Public 6,300 85 37 1490 33 $39,221 $61,093 $997
Mary Baldwin University Privat 960 43 100 1130 24 $43,550 $43,550 $15,933
University of Richmond Privat 3,040 82 30 1460 33 $67,020 $67,020 $9,787
University of Virginia-Main Campus Public 15,990 89 26 1500 34 $33,493 $64,872 $8,022
Washington and Lee University Privat 1,825 92 21 1490 34 $70,500 $70,500 $706

Washington
Eastern Washington University Public 9,910 24 63 1080 23 $23,011 $40,132 $7,368
University of Washington-Bothell Campus Public 4,623 42 79 1250 26 $27,704 $53,085 $6,321
University of Washington-Seattle Campus Public 29,496 67 49 1460 32 $27,638 $53,019 $7,014
University of Washington-Tacoma Campus Public 4,005 46 86 1190 23 $26,978 $52,359 $6,582
Walla Walla University Privat 1,563 26 51 1210 27 $37,890 $37,890 $15,146
Western Washington University Public 13,893 39 88 1280 29 $24,077 $39,491 $10,060

West Virginia
Bluefield State College Public 985 14 95 1120 21 $7,687
Concord University Public 1,577 21 89 1120 23 $21,243 $30,687 $7,046
Fairmont State University Public 3,114 19 95 1090 23 $19,518 $28,328 $7,449
Marshall University Public 7,460 27 91 1130 25 $21,969 $32,455 $6,026
Shepherd University Public 2,543 30 89 1160 23 $21,903 $32,403 $7,062
West Virginia University at Parkersburg Public 1,407 10 $7,258
West Virginia University Institute of Technology Public 1,175 21 61 1190 27 $22,374 $33,558 $7,821

Wisconsin
Beloit College Privat 1,228 72 56 1360 29 $61,584 $61,584 $7,864
Lawrence University Privat 1,420 66 62 1450 31 $60,141 $60,141 $14,434
University of Wisconsin-Madison Public 29,375 61 52 1450 32 $26,025 $52,275 $5,445
University of Wisconsin-Parkside Public 3,197 17 67 23 $19,597 $27,586 $7,624
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